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It simply means that under such unfavorable conditions, germs are more likely to be found.
At present there is considerable talk about disease prevention in live-stock. Linked with this, farmers are urged to practice sanitation in connection with the health of farm animals. The term sanitation may seem hazy to many men on the farm. Most of them would rather have some medicine instead. Many have heard of the McClean County system of swine sanitation, which is a simple method of preventing pigs from becoming full of round-worms. Farmers have been trying to fight round-worms in swine for twenty years with pills and powders of all sorts. The problem is more serious now than when they started. They are beginning to realize the importance of a clear understanding of the disease at hand and then, if possible, to develop a definite plan whereby losses may be kept down to a minimum. For example, if a disease such as tuberculosis attacks the farm flock of chickens, one should not try to cure the individual bird. It will be far better to set up some kind of a plan or system that will enable one to get rid of those already infected and then prevent the remainder from becoming affected.
In all discussions of disease control, the part played by sanitation arises. As Van Ess, of Nebraska, has aptly put it, "Sanitation consists merely in the establishment and maintenance of surroundings fit and safe for animals to live in." To go still further, the prevention of disease depends on sound live-stock, correct and adequate feeding methods, good sanitation, and the eradication and control of contagious diseases. It is not easy to accomplish all this, even though it may sound simple. To carry out a definite plan of sanitation against any disease is hard work and may call for a lot more effort than the owner feels able to put into it. For this reason it is often a great temptation to overlook certain necessary steps and cut corners. Cutting corners always spells failure. A true story will illustrate this tendency to dodge the issue. Most farmers